
The C.R.A.P. Test 				Name: ________________________
Evaluating Web Sites					

Criteria for Web evaluation:  Currency…Reliability… Authority…Purpose/Point of View

· Now let’s take part in this tutorial
· http://www.vts.intute.ac.uk/detective/goodbadugly.html 
· Now head to Wikipedia
· Wikipedia     http://wikipedia.org 
· Who’s editing articles in Wikipedia? 
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyID=89333759 


Apply the C.R.A.P. test [on the back side] to one Web site listed below. 
	
Title of page you are evaluating: ______________________________________________
 




Note: These links are provided as a resource to assist in teaching. We do not have responsibility for the content of the material found on the linked pages. Users should be aware of the possibility of encountering potentially offensive material at some sites.


1. True But Little Known Facts about Women with AIDS
 http://147.129.226.1/library/research/AIDSFACTS.htm 

2. Dihydrogen Monoxide
     	http://www.dhmo.org/ 

3. Facts about the Civil War http://www.idiotica.com/cranium/encyclopedia/content/civilwar.htm 

4. [bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Martin Luther King Jr.: A Historical Examination
http://www.martinlutherking.org/   - 
http://www.slideshare.net/fwestcott/vetting-spurious-websites 

5. City of Mankato, MN  http://city-mankato.us/ 

6.  Snopes	http://www.snopes.com    






The C.R.A.P. test helps you to quickly evaluate websites for credibility and quality.


C = Currency

	· When was the page written or updated?
If no date is given on the page, visit the home page to look 
for the date. 

	 
Date ______________

	· Is the information current enough for your topic?
Why might the date matter for your topic?
	 
Yes                            No


 
R = Reliability

	· Are there references given for the information
Look for a bibliography or any list of materials used in the creation of the page. 
	Yes          How many?
 
No 

	· Is the content primarily opinion? 
Is the content biased or balanced? Why might bias matter 
for your topic?
	Yes                No
 
 


 
A = Authority

	· Who wrote the page?
If there is no specific author, what is the name of the 
organization responsible for the site? 
You may need to visit the home page to find the answer. 

	 
Email: _____________
 
Name: _____________

	Is there evidence that the author or organization 
is an expert on this subject?
 
	List your evidence:


 
P = Purpose and Point of View

	· Why was the page put on the web?
Are there ads on the site? How do they relate to the topic covered? 

Example: an ad selling ammunition next to an article 
about firearm legislation.
 
Is the content primarily opinion? 
 
	Information/facts         Persuasion
Sales tool         Other__________
 


Yes                No


	· What is the domain extension? 
How might this influence the purpose?
	 .com     .edu    .mil    .org    .net      .gov  
 Other _____________


	· Based on the writing style and vocabulary, who is the intended audience?
 
	Children
General Public
College Students
Scholars or professionals
Other ______________



